Summer Book Club

Read the book on your own and then join us to discuss!
Questions? Linda Nichols (215) 256-4941 donlin335@gmail.com

Wednesday, June 26, 2019 7:00 to 8:30 PM Annex Room #1
The Appalling Strangeness of the Mercy of God:
The Story of Ruth Pakaluk, Convert, Mother, and Pro-Life Activist
By Ruth Pakaluk (Author), Michael Pakaluk (Editor)
This book is the powerful story of an amazing woman, Ruth Pakaluk, who converted to Catholicism at
Harvard, married her college sweetheart and joyfully welcomed seven children. She became a renowned
pro‐life leader and brilliant debater, who was struck with breast cancer and died at the young age of
forty‐one. Ruth's inspiring story is told primarily through her humorous, sparkling and insightful letters in
which her realistic cheerfulness shines. A biographical overview by her husband fills in important details
about her life, and a collection of her talks on abortion, faith and being a Catholic wife and mother
conclude the volume. All Ruth's virtues revealed in this book ‐ her love as a devoted wife and mother,
her zeal for the truth, and her faith & hope while battling a terminal illness ‐ offer inspiration and
encouragement to anyone striving to put Christian faith into action.

Wednesday, July 24, 2019 7:00 to 8:30 PM Annex Room #1
Island of the World
By Michael D. O'Brien
Island of the World is the story of a child born in 1933 into the turbulent world of the Balkans and
tracing his life into the third millennium. The central character is Josip Lasta, the son of an impoverished
school teacher in a remote village high in the mountains of the Bosnian interior. As the novel begins, World
War II is underway and the entire region of Yugoslavia is torn by conflicting factions. As events gather
momentum, hell breaks loose, and the young and the innocent are caught in the path of great evils. Their
only remaining strength is their religious faith and their families.
In the life of the central character, the author demonstrates that this will demand suffering and
sacrifice, heroism and even holiness. When he is twelve years old, his entire world is destroyed, and so
begins a lifelong Odyssey to find again the faith which the blows of evil have shattered. The plot takes the
reader through Josip's youth, his young manhood, life under the Communist regime, hope and loss and
unexpected blessings, the growth of his creative powers as a poet, and the ultimate test of his life.
Ultimately this novel is about the crucifixion of a soul—and resurrection.

Wednesday, August 21, 2019 7:00 to 8:30 PM Annex Room #1
From Fire, by Water
My Journey to the Catholic Faith
By Sohrab Ahmari
Sohrab Ahmari was a teenager living under the Iranian ayatollahs when he decided that there is no God.
Nearly two decades later, he would be received into the Roman Catholic Church. In From Fire, by Water, he
recounts this unlikely passage, from the strident Marxism and atheism of a youth misspent on both sides of
the Atlantic to a moral and spiritual awakening prompted by the Mass. At once a young intellectual’s finely
crafted self‐portrait and a life story at the intersection of the great ideas and events of our time, the book
marks the debut of a compelling new Catholic voice.

